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October Program:  
“Beavers: Their Landscapes, Our Future” 

a presentation by 
Ben Goldfarb, 

Ben Goldfarb is the author of Eager: The Surprising, Secret Life 
of Beavers and Why They Matter, winner of the 2019 PEN/E.O. 
Wilson Literary Science Writing Award. His journalism has  

 
appeared in publications including Science, National Geographic, and High Country News, and anthologized in 
the Best American Science & Nature Writing. His next book, on road ecology, will be published in 2022.  
 
In Eager: The Surprising, Secret Life of Beavers and Why They Matter, award-winning environmental journalist 
Ben Goldfarb reveals that our modern idea of what a healthy landscape looks like and how it functions is 
wrong, distorted by the elimination of millions of beavers during the industrial fur trade. The consequences of 
losing beavers were profound: streams eroded, wetlands dried up, and species from salmon to swans lost vital 
habitat. Today, a growing coalition of “Beaver Believers”—including scientists, ranchers, and passionate 
citizens—recognizes that ecosystems with beavers are far healthier, for humans and non-humans alike, than 
those without them. From the Nevada deserts to the Scottish highlands, Believers are now hard at work 
restoring these industrious rodents to their former haunts. In his talk, Ben will tell a powerful story about one of 
the world’s most influential species, how North America was colonized, how our landscapes have changed over 
the centuries, and how beavers can help us fight drought, flooding, wildfire, biodiversity loss, and even climate 
change. 

Information 
The Tippet is available as a PDF file 
on our web site: 
www.clearwaterflycasters.com  

Please submit information to the 
Newsletter Editor 
Meetings 2nd Wed (except June, 
July and Aug) University Best 
Western Inn, Moscow, ID 
Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 pm 
Buffet Dinner: 6:30 pm; $16, 
students $8 
Menu: 
Fish and Chips: ale battered cod, 
baked beans, Jo-Jo's, house 
coleslaw, spring green salad and 
assorted dressings, rolls and butter, 
assorted desserts, 
Coffee/Tea/Soda  
Program: 7:00 pm 
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Presidents’ Message (Karen Zacharisen) 
Thank you all for coming to our October Clearwater Fly Casters meeting at the Best Western. It was great seeing all of 
you and we had a lot of fun. Joe did an outstanding job again, with our guest for our program. We had an interesting 
presentation from Jack Nisbet, Author of  “Sources of the River.”  The program was titled “No Fish in the Net”. It was 
enjoyed by all!  

I am also striving to do a membership drive to renew memberships, and I am so thankful we are getting so many new 
members to join our club.  Our next meeting will be Nov. 13th at the Best Western and hope to see all of you again. 

Have a great day! 

Back Cast: 
Jack Nisbet, pictured below, highlighted and talked about his book “No Fish in the Net” David Thompson and 
the Native Fish of the Inland Northwest, and the difficulties Thompson had in catching fish in Northwest rivers 
in the period from 1807 to 1812 and eventually leading him to rely on knowledge from local tribes for eventual 
success. Approximately 65 members and guests attended and heard an excellent presentation. 

 

Forward Cast: 
Important Dates and Events  
November 13, 2019: CFC Club Meeting, University Inn Best Western, Moscow, ID Wet Fly Hour 5:30 pm, Dinner at  
6:30 pm and Program at 7:30 pm. Bring a friend. Bring a student! 
May 16, 2020: Amber Lake Fish Out  
June 12-13, 2020: North Fork Coeur d’Alene Fish Out, Meet at Devils’ Elbow Campground.  
July 10-11, 2020:  St. Joe Fish Out, Fly Flat Campground  

Moscow Elks Vets Fly Tying and Casting Program 
The group is still looking for any used clothing or fly fishing gear you might want to donate. They are mainly in need of 
wading boots and waders for men and women. Even though this is an Elks program the majority of the helpers are 
members of Clearwater Fly Casters. If you have gear you are willing to part with, please bring the items to the next 
meeting of the club. Cliff Swanson will be collecting the items and passing them on to the Elks program.   
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NW Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy - by Mike Clancy  
 
2019 is almost over, and we are now in the planning stage for 2020.  We will be accepting new applications 
effective January 1, 2020 for another wonderful event for our girls and boys, 12 to 16 years old.  What a great 
opportunity for these kids to learn about conservation, fly tying and fly fishing.  They will spend a week at 
Gwinwood Christian Community Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA. June 21-27, 2020.   They will enjoy 
clean, warm cabins with showers and comfortable bunks.  All meals and fly fishing gear is provided.  However; 
you may bring your own. Our goal is to open the door to the future in conservation and fly fishing, regardless of 
financial means, for any serious minded youth willing to do the work. 
The applicant must write an essay, stating why “THEY” would like to attend The Academy and they will need 
a letter of recommendation from their school counselor, science teacher, minister or a responsible person.  
Applications may be submitted via email or U.S. Mail. Questions may be directed to Mike Clancy at 
mtclancy39@comcast.net, or Jim Brosio @ brosioj@q.com.  Applications are available on our website – 
www.nwycffa.com  email address – nwycffa@comcast.net. We are on Face Book!      

 
 We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can always build our youth for their future -FDR     
 

Conservation Committee:  
 
Thought provoking excerpts from:   
The Longest Silence: A life in fishing 
By: Thomas McGuane 
Knopf Publishing Group. 1999 
 
“We have reached the time in the life of the planet, and humanity’s demands upon it, when every fisherman will 
have to be a river keeper, a steward of marine shallows, a watchman on the high seas.  We are beyond having to 
put back what we have taken out. We must put back more than we take out.  We must make holy war on the 
enemies of aquatic life as we have against gillnetters, polluters, and drainers of wetlands.  Otherwise, as you 
have already learned, these creatures will continue to disappear at an accelerating rate.  We will lose as much as 
we have lost already and there will be next to nothing, remnant populations, put and take, dim bulbs following 
the tank truck.”  
 
“Recently I heard of an old friend saying that the two rules of life he followed were: don’t even tell your mother 
your fishing spots, and other fishermen are the number –one enemy.  It is embarrassing to note the ring of truth 
these seem to have.  But I think we’re going to have to rise above them.  Sixty million disorganized fishermen 
are being hornswaggled by tightly organized and greedy elites.  Last year, under the shadow of numerous 
environmental organizations locally headquartered, and against the wishes of 70 percent of its citizenry, 
Montana’s legislature undermined the best water quality laws in the Rockies and made them the worst.  This, in 
the epicenter of North American trout fishing.  Still, we cast a mistrustful eye on one another, like worn-out 
secret prospectors of the last century’s gold camps.  The world goes on without us, using our rivers for other 
than their original purpose.  We really ought to get together.”  
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Tips for Taking Better Fishing Photos: 
We all love to have fish pictures from our trip. Why not take better fish pictures. Below is a list of ways to get 
better photos and images of not only the fish you catch but the scenery and wildlife as well. Also a few ways to 
reduce injury to the fish in the process. 

1. Fish out of the water cannot breath. The 1st rule. Take care when you have the fish out of the water. 10 
seconds is long enough. The best way to take photos is to get out of the boat. If the fish drops while you 
are handling it, the trout just drops into the water. That is a good thing. Fish in the bottom of the boat is 
not always a good thing. Eagle bait. 

2. Use the flash to eliminate hat shadows. We call it the magazine style. Lights up the fish and the angler. 
Fool around with it. You may have to underexpose the flash. If you can or know how to do that with 
your camera, try it, you may like it. 

3. Show some dimension. Flat fish look flat. Angle the nose towards the camera. The fish has dimension 
now and can look better to the eye. 

4. Extend if you want it to look bigger. The fish will look larger if you extend your arms fully toward the 
camera therefore making your body look smaller and poof! Big fish pictures. You friends may give you 
#@#$ for employing this technique. But we don’t care, it’s your picture! 

5. Forget the background. We want to see the fish. Get separate scenery pictures. 
6. Take some scenery shots. You, and your wife, and your friends want to see something beyond just more 

16″ Rainbow Trout shots. Pictures of the mountains, eagles, muskrats, your drunken buddies, the 
restaurant, the bar, and some interesting things along the way. It makes your portfolio far more 
interesting. 

7. Keep your camera outside of the dry bag outside of the dry compartment. Keep it out so you can use it. 
Most, many, nearly all anglers protect their camera like it is one of their worldly possessions. Remember 
it cost less than the fly rod you are whipping around whacking off of the oar…so keep it in your pocket, 
on the gunwale, in the bow…OUT! Just do it and use your camera. Nobody ever got any cool shots with 
the camera locked under your seat. The best photographers use their cameras. They push the button a lot. 

8. When sending pictures to your friends, family, websites for publishing make sure they are in focus. Out 
of focus images suck. Do not subject your friends to this kind of pain. They will all appreciate it. 

9. Experiment with the camera and different angles. Take pictures looking straight at the fish, kissing the 
fish, releasing the fish, from behind, half in the water. Fool around and find your own style. 

10. Focus on the eyeball. I think I mentioned Brian Grossenbacher told me this. His wife told it to him. 
Focus on the eye of the fish and everything else falls into place. 

There you have it. 10 Tips for Taking Better Fishing Photos. Use a few of them and you will improve. 
We all can improve. Use all of them and you can quit your day job and become a photographer…I think? 

From: Headhunters Fly Shop (https://www.headhuntersflyshop.com/10-rules-for-taking-better-fishing-
pictures/) 

Membership: 
Dues for the current year, which coincides with the academic year, are overdue for some club members. Dues are $25/yr. 
for individuals and $35/yr. for families.   



Clearwater  Fly Casters    November, 	2019 		
 

 
Page 5 

Fly of the Month: “Fowlers Magic 
Dragon" 
 
This fly pattern is courtesy of Fly Fishers International. 
Details on tying this fly can be found on their website 
http://fedflyfishers.org/Tying/FlyoftheMonth.aspx 
 
The FMD, also known as “Fowlers Magic Dragon”, 
“Puff the Magic Dragon”, or just “the Puff”, but most 
likely not known at all. All Freshwater fish can be 
caught by Fowlers Magic Dragon – AKA Puff the Magic 
Dragon Nymph.  Mostly stillwater fish for very slack 
water moving streams. 
 

Materials   
Hook:  2XL Nymph Hook size 6 to 10 
Thread:  Brown 6/0 
Abdomen:  Olive/Brown marabou (Stacked around hook shank and trimmed in a triangle shape 
Legs:  Optional Sili Legs 
Thorax: Olive/Brown Dubbing 
Wingcase: Brown Swiss Straw 
Eyes: Medium Mono Dumbbell eyes 
 

Edition: October 2019 
Written by: Jerry Coviello 

Photographed By: Jerry Coviello 
Creator: Andrew Fowler 

Tier: Jerry Coviello 
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Clearwater Fly Casters Officers & Committee Chairs 2019 
 
President   Karen Zacharisen  Zacharisen60@gmail.com 
Vice President   Open       
Past President   Jared August   jared.augus@gmail.com 
Treasurer   Lynn Youngblood  kaylynn4341@gmail.com 
Secretary   Tony McDonnell  mcdonnell@frontier.com (208-883-9757) 
FFF Representative  Steve Bush   moscowtitle@moscow.com (208-882-4564) 
Conservation Chair  Doug Baldwin   dougbaldwin318@gmail.com (509-334-1630) 
Membership Chair  Paul Agidius   pagidius@moscow.com 
Program Chair   Joe Vaughan   josephvaughan9@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor  Fred Muehlbauer  f.muehlj@gmail.com (509-338-7010) 
Webmaster   Cliff Swanson   clswan12@gmail.com 
Now on Facebook! Locate us by searching Clearwater Fly Casters 

Membership and Monthly Meeting: 
CFC membership dues are $25/yr. for individuals, $35/yr. for families, $10/yr. for students, $50/yr. sustaining, 
$300/lifetime.  Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday, September through May, at the Best Western University 
Inn, 1516 Pullman Rd, Moscow, Idaho.  Wet Fly Hour 5:30 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM and Program at 7:30 PM. 
 

Clearwater Fly Casters  
PO Box 394  
Pullman, WA 99163 
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